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Herb and Lorna are cozY, cud-

dlv and endearing, Permanentl! -

and lustfullY - in love. TheY'are
known to their devoted grandson,
narrator Peter LeroY (from that

series of inventive short noYels
also by Eric Kraft) as Gummaland
Guooa.

dut llerb 'tt' Lorna have a

secret life; unbeknorvnst to each
other thev' create animated erotic
ieivelry on consignment from their
.esoeitive uncles' Herb seils the
"coarse goods" along with his five-
fmt she[' of self-imProvement
books.

Lerov recounts their storY. A1-'

ter Worid War I, Herb and Lorna
niarrv. and Herb beconres a crack
Studebaker salesman for an agen-
cv in Babbington, Long Island,
ulhere he and Lorna settle into a

little stucco house and raise their
family. But the coarse goods see
theni through the uPs-anddowns
anci finalll' the Studebaker's la-
irented demise.

The couPle has moved to a

retirentent comntunity in Florida

bcfore each discovers the other's
srcrel. lt is such a rejuvenation for

them that thcY remind us of those
gentle, livelY folks in the movie
ilCocor,," - excePt "Cocoon"
\ \ ; lsn ' t  x-r ; l led.

St i l l ,  th is is such an amusing,
affectionate and artfully rvhimsical
l itt le novel that it restores tne

blush of f i iuth i:ven as it httmorous-
lv caroltts thrtlugh a carnlval ot
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